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Message Text 


PAGE 01 KINSHA 04740 131622Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO MCT-01 HA-05 AID-05 
CCO-OO FBOE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 SP-02 
OC-06 OPR-02 PA-01 USSS-00 CA-01 A-01 SCS-06 
OMB-01 SS-15 SY-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 EB-08 FAA-00 
DOTE-OO PER-01 EA-10 PC-01 /126W 

097718 131624Z/72/72 

O 131145Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9657 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PAIRS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE 

CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 4740 

CORRECTEDCOPY (REFERENCE) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MOPS, CG, CASC 

SUBJECT: RPORTED MILITARY ACTION IN KOLWEZI 
REF: LUBUMBASHI 454 (NOTAL) 

1 . AMERICAN SOURCES AT CIS CONSTRUCTION CAMP IN KOLWIZI 
REPORT (VIA RADIO TO CIS KINSHASA) THAT STARTING 0500 HOURS 
MAY 13 FIRING BROKE OUT AND CONTINUED FOR SEVERAL HOURS INTO 
MORNING. FIRING BELIEVED TO INCLUDE SMALL ARMS AND MORTARS 
WITH AIRPORT APPARENTLY ONE OF MAJOR TARGETS. CIS SOURCES HAVE 
NOT RPT NOT CONFIRMED INFO REFTEL RE AIR ATTACK. AS OF MID- 
MORNING, SOME SPORADIC FIRING STILL REPORTED BUT APPARENTLY 
FARTHER AWAY FROM KOLWEZI TOWN. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KINSHA 04740 131622Z 

2. OF TOTAL 75 AMERICANS (INCLUDING DEPENDENTS) AT CIS BASE 
KOLWEZI ALL BUT ONE ACCOUNTED FOR. ONE AMERICAN DEPENDENT CHILD 
SLIGHTLY INJURED, APPARENTLY BY SMALL ARMS FIRE WHICH STRUCK 
PICK-UP TRUCK. CIS IS MOVING ITS TWO HELICOPTERS AND TWO DC-3 
AIRCRAFT TO KAMINA FOR POSSIBLE EVACUATION. HOWEVER, NO RPT 

NO EVACUATION ORDERS HAVE YET BEEN ISSUED AND CIS KOLWEZI 
REPORTS AMERICANS THERE ARE REASONABLY CALM WHILE TAKING 
STEPS TO IMPROVE THEIR LOCAL SECURITY SITUATION. 

3. FAZ SOURCES REPORT PRESIDENT MOBUTU IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE 
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IN KINSHASA TODAY. LATE MAY 12 I WAS INFORMED TO BE READY TO GO 
TO GBADOLITE NEXT DAY TO SEE MOBUTU ALONG WITH FRENCH, BRITISH, 
AND CHINESE AMBASSADORS. UPON ARRIVAL AT KINSHASA AIRPORT THIS 
MORNING, MAY 13, FOR THE FLIGHT TO GBADOLITE WE WERE ALL INFORMED, 
WITHOUT EXPLANATION, THAT FLIGHT CANCELLED BECAUSE MOVUTU 
RETURNING KINSHASA. FACT THAT WE REPRESENTED PERMANENT MEMBERS 
OF SECURITY COUNCIL, AND THAT SOVIET CHARGE' HAD BEEN SUMMONED 
BY MOBUTU MAY 12, MAY INDICATE GOZ INTENTION TO LODGE COMPLAINT 
WITH SC. 

4. AT THIS POINT FACTS OF KOLWEZI SITUATION ARE UNCLEAR. 

FAZ HAS TOLD US THAT "ENEMY ATTACK" HAS TAKEN PLACE BUT HAS 
CONFIRMED NOTHING MORE. WE CANNOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY THAT 
MILITARY ACTION INVOLVES FAZ FORCES ONLY. 

5. WILL REPORT FURTHER AS INFO BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

CUTLER 

CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE 01 KINSHA 04740 141227Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR-12 NEA-11 ISO-OO CIAE-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO INRE-00 MCT-01 HA-05 
AID-05 CCO-OO FBOE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
NSC-05 SP-02 OC-06 OPR-02 PA-01 USSS-00 CA-01 
A-01 SCS-06 OMB -01 SS-15 SY-05 PC-01 EB-08 PER-01 
ACDA-12 /141 W 

101240 141232Z/41 

O 141125Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 9663 

INFO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

AMEMBASSY LISBON 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY RABAT 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

USMISSION USNATO 

USINT HAVANA 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER/ECJ-4-7 
SEC DEF WASHDC 
DIA WASHDC 
USICA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 4740 

DEPT PASS PEACE CORPS 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION DEPT INFO BRUSSELS, LUBUMBASHI, 
LUSAKA, USMISSION USUN NY, PARIS, BRAZZAVILLE REPEATED 
FOR YOUR ACTION/INFO 
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QUOTE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MOPS, CG, CASC 

SUBJECT: RPORTED MILITARY ACTION IN KOLWEZI 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KINSHA 04740 141227Z 
REF: LUBUMBASHI (NOTAL) 

1 . AMERICAN SOURCES AT CIS CONSTRUCTION CAMP IN KOLWIZI 
REPORT (VIA RADIO TO CIS KINSHASA) THAT STARTING 0500 HOURS 
MAY 13 FIRING BROKE OUT AND CONTINUED FOR SEVERAL HOURS INTO 
MORNING. FIRING BELIEVED TO INCLUDE SMALL ARMS AND MORTARS 
WITH AIRPORT APPARENTLY ONE OF MAJOR TARGETS. CIS SOURCES HAVE 
NOT RPT NOT CONFIRMED INFO REFTEL RE AIR ATTACK. AS OF MID- 
MORNING, SOME SPORADIC FIRING STILL REPORTED BUT APPARENTLY 
FARTHER AWAY FROM KOLWEZI TOWN. 

2. OF TOTAL 75 AMERICANS (INCLUDING DEPENDENTS) AT CIS BASE 
KOLWEZI ALL BUT ONE ACCOUNTED FOR. ONE AMERICAN DEPENDENT CHILD 
SLIGHTLY INJURED. APPARENTLY BY SMALL ARMS FIRE WHICH STRUCK 
PICK-UP TRUCK. CIS IS MOVING ITS TWO HELICOPTERS AND TWO DC-3 
AIRCRAFT TO KAMINA FOR POSSIBLE EVACUATION. HOWEVER, NO RPT 

NO EVACUATION ORDERS HAVE YET BEEN ISSUED AND CIS KOLWEZI 
REPORTS AMERICANS THERE ARE REASONABLY CALM WHILE TAKING 
STEPS TO IMPROVE THEIR LOCAL SECURITY SITUATION. 

3. FAZ SOURCES REPORT PRESIDENT MOBUTU IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE 
IN KINSHASA TODAY. LATE MAY 12 I WAS INFORMED TO BE READY TO GO 
TO GBADOLITE NEXT DAY TO SEE MOBUTU ALONG WITH FRENCH, BRITISH, 
AND CHINESE AMBASSADORS. UPON ARRIVAL AT KINSHASA AIRPORT THIS 
MORNING, MAY 13, FOR THE FLIGHT TO GBADOLITE WE WERE ALL INFORMED, 
WITHOUT EXPLANATION, THAT FLIGHT CANCELLED BECAUSE MOVUTU 
RETURNING KINSHASA. FACT THAT WE REPRESENTED PERMANENT MEMBERS 
OF SECURITY COUNCIL, AND THAT SOVIET CHARGE' HAD BEEN SUMMONED 
BY MOBUTU MAY 12, MAY INDICATE GOZ INTENTION TO LODGE COMPLAINT 
WITH SC. 

4. AT THIS POINT FACTS OF KOLWEZI SITUATION ARE UNCLEAR. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 KINSHA 04740 141227Z 

FAZ HAS TOLD US THAT "ENEMY ATTACK" HAS TAKEN PLACE BUT HAS 
CONFIRMED NOTHING MORE. WE CANNOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY THAT 
MILITARY ACTION INVOLVES FAZ FORCES ONLY. 

5. WILL REPORT FURTHER AS INFO BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

CUTLER 

UNQUOTE 

CUTLER 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMBAT OPERATIONS, INVASIONS, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
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Disposition Case Number: n/a 
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Drafter: n/a 
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Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 
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